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1. Introduction 

Gateway to the Lee Valley

East India Dock Basin (the Basin) is located at 
the very east of the London Borough of Tower 
Hamlets, near where the River Lea meets the 
Thames and close to East India DLR station. 

The Basin is owned by the Lee Valley Regional 
Park Authority and is part of the Lee Valley 
Regional Park which runs for 26 miles in 
length, covering 10,000 acres from Ware in 
Hertfordshire to the River Thames. The location 
of the Basin is a key strategic point as the 
entrance from the River Thames to the Lee 
Valley as well as the gateway into the Regional 
Park.

East India Dock Basin also falls within the Isle 
of Dogs and South Poplar Opportunity Area 
designated by the London Plan. The area 
surrounding the basin has experienced and 
will continue to experience rapid change, 
with nearby regeneration projects including 
City Island, Goodluck Hope and the Royal 
Docks at Newham. However, the surrounding 
area is already deficient in access to open 
space. There is significant pressure from 
new residential developments but the scope 
to create major additional open space to 
accommodate the needs of the growing 
population is limited. 

The basin is therefore a vital contributor to 
the area’s regeneration, ensuring the creation 
of healthy and sustainable neighbourhoods 
and celebrating the Lee Valley Regional Park. 
The Lee Valley Regional Park Authority and 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets will work in 
partnership to drive forward change.
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2. Background

History of the basin and current state

The Basin is the remaining entrance for the 
East India Docks, constructed in 1802, which 
traded in commodities including tea, spices, 
indigo and silk. The docks closed in 1967 and 
the majority were filled in or demolished, 
with the exception of East India Dock Basin 
and former dock walls. The basin is now a 
designated open space at the mouth of the 
Lea Valley, owned by the Lee Valley Regional 
Park Authority. 

The main components of the basin include a 
pier and jetties into the Thames owned by the 
Port of London Authority, exterior walls, and a 
mooring dolphin surrounded by open public 
space.  The entrance to the lock, the gates, 
adjacent pier, bollards, capstans boundary 
wall, and gateway are Grade II Listed heritage 
assets.

The Basin was landscaped as a nature reserve 
by the London Docklands Development 
Corporation in the 1960s and is now 
designated Metropolitan Open Land and a 
Borough Grade 1 Site of Importance for Nature 
Conservation (SINC). The site is made up of a 

diverse range of habitats, including saltmarsh, 
unique in this stretch of the Thames, reedbed, 
woodland and grassland. 

The basin undergoes regular routine 
maintenance and repairs, however it would 
benefit from some works to ensure technical 
viability, improve public safety and a high-
quality natural environment. The main repairs 
required include brick renewal and repointing 
to the walls, new lock gates and repairs to the 
jetties and mooring dolphin. Over the years 
there has also been an accumulation of silt 
within the basin, which currently creates an 
unpleasant smell in warmer temperatures, 
and if allowed to continue will affect the water 
levels and the ecology of the site. 
 
Residents also requested improvements 
to the basin through the 2019 Local 
Infrastructure Fund Consultation. Ideas and 
recommendations included addressing the 
silt, improving habitats and landscaping, play 
equipment, repair of the historic features and a 
facility such as a café or visitor centre. 

Map - Basin layout and features 
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Reedbed habitat and a Mallard Duck and Common Tern on the Tern Rafts in the Basin
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3. Vision

This vision document sets out aspirations for 
the regeneration of East India Dock Basin, in 
order to maximise its potential whilst protecting 
its existing value and contributions. This 
includes its importance as a site for wildlife, 
quality open space, link to the area’s heritage 
and strategic location as a gateway to the Lee 
Valley Regional Park.

The vision is the product of discussions 
between the Lee Valley Regional Park and 
London Borough of Tower Hamlets to ensure 
aspirations are shared and meet the priorities 
of each organisation. This has involved 
participation with various services and areas of 
expertise within both organisations including:
• Biodiversity
• Transport and Highways
• Conservation 
• Planning
• Parks

The vision is also the outcome of feedback 
from residents as part of the Local 
Infrastructure Fund consultation 2017, 2019, 
and 2021. Through this consultation, residents 
can identify projects and ideas to improve 
their neighbourhoods, funded by surrounding 
developments taking place. East India Dock 
Basin was regularly raised by residents. 
Improvements suggested include:
• Desilting and habitat works targeted at 

specific species
• Exercise and play equipment
• Improved security including CCTV
• Café and visitor centre
• Improved footpaths including better 

entrances, signage, fencing and viewing 
points

Finally, the vision responds to the London Plan, 
Tower Hamlets Local Plan, and Lee Valley 
Regional Park Development Framework. This 
includes policies on open space, water space 
and the green grid as well as biodiversity and 
the historic environment.  

POLICY

RESIDENT 
FEEDBACK

 
 

LBTH + LVRPA 
KNOWLEDGE

 
 

Emerging developments

Open space deficiency - 5min walking space to open 
space 2+ha

Open space deficiency - 15min walking space to 
Major Parks (1,200m) 

Close proximity to open space

Completed Under Construction Consented



10

4. Challenges and opportunities

Opportunities

Unique and striking location next to the river and functioning as a gateway to Lee 
Valley Regional Park and Royal Docks. 

A generous and varied open public space with access to water in an area deficient 
in open space. 

An important site for nature conservation with scope to improve biodiversity and 
raise awareness and appreciation among residents. 

One of the last remaining relics of the East India Docks, providing tangible links to 
the area’s history and highlighting its influence on the development of London. 

Challenges

Limited awareness of the Basin as an area of public open space, its heritage and 
importance for nature conservation.  

Poor connectivity and accessibility from surrounding residential areas, pedestrian 
and cycle routes and other destinations and open spaces.  

Increased pressure on the basin due to population increase as a result of the 
surrounding regeneration.

Siltation and repairs to the structures require upfront works and then long term 
maintenance. 

Siltation reducing the area of open water. Striking views across the Thames and the 02 at Greenwich

Dra
ft
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5. Regeneration Objectives 

 
 

1

Open space local residents and 
visitors can enjoy

2

Open space local residents and 
visitors can easily access

3

Ensure long term economic 
sustainability of the site

4

Protect and enhance the basin 
ecosystem

Support community cohesion5

6

7

Celebrate the water8

Gateway to the Lee Valley 
Regional Park

9

Contribute to health and 
wellbeing

Deliver in partnership 10

Protect and enhance the historic 
significance of the site
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Protect and enhance the basin 
ecosystem 

The basin is precious wetland habitat, one of the few larger wild areas 

in Tower Hamlets. The regeneration of the basin will be biodiversity and 

heritage led, delivering enhancements outlined in the Tower Hamlets 

Biodiversity Action Plan and Lee Valley Regional Park Biodiversity Action 

Plan that will increase species diversity.

Priority habitats and species for the basin include:

• Standing open water, encompassing Tern rafts

• Reedbeds

• Grassland 

• Woodland

• Microhabitats in pit structures

• Bird species including Kingfisher, Terns and Sand Martins

• Bats 

To support existing species and habitats, de-silting is a priority. To avoid 

negative impacts on habitats and diversity of species, additional proposals 

for the basin should be sensitively designed. They should avoid use of 

the basin’s open water and avoid activities with lots of movement and 

noise. Interventions should be located away from priority habitats, with 

hardstanding to the east of the basin most appropriate. If lighting is required, 

this should be low and bat friendly. 

1

Tern rafts in open water showing reedbeds behind
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Open space local residents and 
visitors can enjoy

Blackwall and East India are experiencing rapid growth and change but  

are deficient in access to open space; an increasing resident population 

will place pressure on the basin. Regeneration of East India Dock Basin will 

improve its capacity so it can better serve residents and visitors, contributing 

to the network of open spaces and Lee Valley Regional Park. 

Plans for the basin will build upon the Local Infrastructure Fund consultation 

where residents frequently identified the basin as an area for improvement. 

This includes addressing issues with siltation as well as options for 

activation.  

Options for activation should increase the potential of the basin so it meets 

the growing demand. However, options should be delivered sensitively 

to protect its character, biodiversity and heritage as well as immediate 

neighbours. This requires careful assessment of the types of uses that can 

be accommodated on site. 

2

New residential development City Island close to the basin
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Open space local residents and 
visitors can easily access

Access to the basin will be improved to ensure it is welcoming, informative 

and accessible to all, in particular those with mobility impairments.

Currently the basin is poorly connected, routes into the basin are convoluted 

and do not integrate with nearby paths such as the Thames Path/ Riverside 

Walkway. Entrances are hidden so the basin is not visible from nearby 

residential areas such as City Island and Goodluck Hope. Routes adjacent 

to the basin connecting residential developments to the east with East India 

DLR station to the west are very unpleasant along Blackwall Way. 

Entrances and approaches to entrances will be enhanced to increase 

the presence of the basin but also allow the site to be secured overnight, 

particularly the entrance off Blackwall Way. Public realm, wayfinding and 

signage will also be improved to create better more accessible routes 

through the basin and to East India DLR as well as linking up with existing 

and emerging routes such as the Thames Path and along the River Lea.  

Signage will also help celebrate the basin’s heritage and importance for 

nature conservation. 

3

Unclear entrance to the basin from Blackwall Way
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Ensure long term economic 
sustainability of the site

4

The regeneration of the basin should ensure future maintenance and 

management is self-sustained through an element in the park that is 

revenue generating.

There are aspirations for a café on site, in the short term this could take 

the form of a mobile concession stand and in the long term a permanent 

structure with the potential for public toilets and visitors information, 

depending on assessments of operational capacity and impact on open 

space levels. 

However, initial investment is required to repair and restore the basin 

including its historic features, with management of siltation a priority project.
Mobile cafe 
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Support community cohesion

Regeneration of East India Dock Basin should result in an inclusive open 

space that meets the needs of Tower Hamlet’s diverse residents. This 

includes different ages, ethnic backgrounds, and socio-economic groups.

Plans and programming of activities should build upon recommendations 

from the Local Infrastructure Fund consultation. As the project develops, 

plans and programming of activities should then be informed by input from 

the surrounding communities to make sure they respond to local needs and 

cultural preferences, particularly hard to reach audiences. 

5

Design that encourages people to gather
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Contribute to health and 
wellbeing

Spending time in nature and open space improves physcial and mental 

wellbeing and the COVID-19 pandemic emphasised this importance. East 

India Dock Basin will contribute to the improved health and wellbeing of 

both visitors and local residents. 

Regeneration of the basin will assist more people to experience the benefits 

of being in nature. The open spaces around the basin will support various 

forms of exercise and reach a wider audience, for example through play and 

outdoor gym equipment.

The basin should also be easy to get to and celebrated as part of walking 

routes including the Thames Path and along the River Lea. Due to limited 

space, linking to cycle routes is not likely to be feasible. 

Any play equipment delivered should be inclusive and natural in design and 

appropriate for a nature reserve and area of heritage significance, blending 

in with existing landscapes and historic features. 

6

Open area at Blackwall Pier 
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Protect and enhance the historic  

significance of the site 

The history of the basin should be celebrated and a more central part of the 

basin’s identity. 

Historic features of the basin will be restored and enhanced, this includes 

the lock gates, basin walls, machinery pits and mooring points, following 

the conduction of condition surveys. There is also the potential to make use 

and provide public access to the jetties that step out into the River Thames.  

Repairs and additional proposals will retain the hard edge character of the 

quayside, an essential element of the historic docks. 

Regeneration proposals should increase awareness of the area’s history 

through signage and other features such as digital tools where appropriate. 

This could explore the basin and the wider docks role in the development 

of London, as well as the basin’s association with the controversial East India 

Company and Britain’s colonial history. In particular, documentation could 

highlight links between the East India Company, London’s East End and the 

Bengali and Bangladeshi communities. 

There is potential for the basin to be accredited a ‘Green Heritage Site’. 

7

View of Basin gates
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Celebrate the water 

Regeneration should make the most of the open water spaces, both the 

basin and the River Thames.

Water spaces have aesthetic, ecological and biodiversity value but are also 

beneficial to mental health. The water and surrounding natural habitats 

provide a sense of calm and respite from the dense urban environment 

surrounding the basin. 

The contribution of the basin as both a habitat and pleasant feature will be 

improved through works to deal with siltation. Due to the sensitive nature of 

the basin ecosystems, activities on the water are not appropriate.  

The jetties stepping out into the River Thames can be reused, bringing 

people closer to the water and making the most of the striking location with 

views to the O2, over to the towers of Canary Wharf and along the Thames.

8

View west over the Thames



30

Gateway to the Lee Valley 
Regional Park 

Regeneration of the basin should recognise its strategic location but 

balance this with respect of the physical constraints and ecological and 

historic sensitivities.

The basin is the gateway to the Lee Valley Regional Park, which runs for 

26 miles north along the River Lea.  There is the potential for the basin 

to function as a hub for activity led by the Lee Valley Regional Park and 

to link to routes along the valley. A standalone visitor centre is unlikely to 

be feasible but there is scope for improved physical and digital visitor’s 

information, potentially linked to an on-site café. To facilitate educational 

events, the Lee Valley Regional Park will seek to make use of existing 

community rooms rather than deliver a purpose built space. 

Improvements to public realm, wayfinding and accessibility will work to 

integrate the basin with other nearby destinations. Through the new bridges 

over the River Lea, the basin would link to activities at the Royal Docks 

including other opportunities for leisure and recreation. The site is also 

in proximity to other institutions and cultural facilities such as the English 

National Ballet, the new City Hall and the ExCel centre.

9

View of the basin looking north along the River Lea
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Deliver in partnership 

Regeneration of the basin and future arrangements will be delivered in 

partnership and a culture of collaboration.

This vision is the result of partnership between the Lee Valley Regional 

Park and London Borough of Tower Hamlets to help ensure the basin best 

contributes to the needs and aspirations of both organisations. 

This partnership will continue and local stakeholders will be involved in 

plans, management and programming of the basin to ensure it meets 

its potential as a quality open space and asset for local residents. The 

regeneration process should include the creation of a framework for 

participation. 

10

Consultation events
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 Biodiversity enhancements

 Public realm improvements

 Repairs to the jetties

 Improvements to existing entrances

 Potential entrances

 Potential location for revenue   
 generating element such as a cafe

 Potential locations for enhanced or new  
 visitors information for historic features

 Potential location for play or outdoor  
 gym equipment

6. Delivering the Vision

Spatial proposals and interventions 

This map identifies the location of works 
outlined in this vision document. 

Glasgow
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Spatial proposals and interventions
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1 Aberfeldy Community 

Centre

2 LBTH Town Hall

3 Virginia Quay Community 

Room

4 English National Ballet and 

London Film School

5 Royal drawing school and 

Urban Space Events
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Local Stakeholders and nearby 
facilities

The regeneration of East India Dock Basin will 
be delivered in partnership between the Lee 
Valley Regional Park Authority and the London 
Borough of Tower Hamlets. It will also draw on 
the experience, expertise and aspirations of  
local stakeholders and residents. This includes 
understanding how residents of different 
developments percieve and use the basin  but 
also how the basin can link in with emerging 
developments and residents moving into the 
area. 

This map identifies local stakeholders and local 
facilities including public toilets that works to 
the basin can link to. The analysis identifies no 
public toilets within the vicinity.

 City Island:

 - EcoWorld and Ballymore

 - Notting Hill Genesis

 Orchard Wharf

 - Regal

 Goodluck Hope

 -Ballymore

 - Notting Hill Genesis

 Virginia Quay

 - First Port

 - One Housing

 Elektron Development

 - Barratt Homes
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Local Stakeholders and Key Facilities  
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April 2021 July 2021 November 2021 March 2022 July 2022 November 2022 March 2023 July 2023 

Launch of joint 
vision for EIDB

NLHF expression of 
interest

2021 2022 2023

Cafe van and information boards

PROJECT MANAGEMENT 
/ PREPARATORY WORK

ACTIVITIES

CAPITAL

GOVERNANCE AND 
MANAGEMENT

Volunteering groups

Educational activities
(local schools)

Minimal capital investment to 
facilitate activities above

Funding

LVRPA & 
LBTH 

Studies and 
surveys

Gates integrity study

Monitoring of visitors 
numbers and impact

Development of involved 
volunteer programe

Stage 1 

Feasibility Study  on improvements to open space and 
additional visitor and biodiversity improvements

Siltation, water circulation and pumping studies 

Stage 2 *

April 2023

Restore

Repair

New build

Project to deliver outputs 
from feasibility study to 
commence

Education

Conservation

Leisure / 
commercial

If 
su

cc
e

ss
fu

l

Setting up managment group
Health / Safety

Direction and 
decision making

Maintenance

2025

COMPLETION

Other sources of funding to be 
explored (LIF, Homes England, etc.)

LVRPA Board
LBTH Regeneration Board

Setting up Consortium of Stake-
holders

Board, consortium, and 
management group sessions as 

required

Timeline

A summary of project elements, timeframes 
and interdependencies




